312                       Modern Isltim in India
fascist ideology, with which it caught the aggressive frenzy
and religious bigotry of the constricted middle classes. It
was supported, more coolly, by the reactionaries of Britain
and India. In objective fact its policy led to a frustration
of the Indian nationalist movement, and to a continuation
during that period of the political status quo. It led also to
a confusion of social issues in India and to a continuation of
the economic status quo.
Religiously, it is interesting as an illustration of the point
that in a time of social crisis, middle-class and upper-class
religion will lend itself with wholehearted enthusiasm to
the cause of reaction.
During the same period there was, it is true, a growing
group within the League with more progressive ambitions:
a group who were anti-imperialist as well as anti-Congress.
But this group was not able to dominate, or even much to
influence, the League. Similarly, as the movement grew to
include also the masses of the people, there was of course a
strengthening of the socially progressive trends. We shall
turn to study these briefly in a new section. Meanwhile we
"repeat that during these years it was the reactionaries who
controlled the policy, and the reactionaries who benefited.
THE MOST RECENT PHASE (1942 ff.)
The Muslim League, though dominated by the reaction-
aries, has been able to attract to its policy and following
eventually the bulk of the Muslim middle class ; including
even the progressive sections. We shall study some
symptoms of the new development; then shall try to explain
how this has been possible ; and finally shall endeavour to
see how it is likely to affect the movement.
The most parent symptom is the virtual collapse of non-
communal Indian nationalism. We have already examined
the rise and fall of the Muslims' energetic participation in
the Indian nationalist movement. The Congress Muslims,
once a mighty power, have recently become politically
'unimportant. The various individuals who led them, with